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History of the Aviation Faculty at the Rostock University.
1. 1In the summer of 1952, several students of the technical faculty for ship-
building at the Rosteck University gutmitted a letter to Deputy Minister
President Walter Ulbricht suggesting the foundation of a technil ke
faculty at Rostock.q 37 ‘ g b hy 33" R
students, the plan/4 W start

project was Wk orted by higher authorities, ' 4}
when it was - that the faculty was to Wl

19 53 .

2. At the beginniwe ®¢ the Fall semester of 1952, the aviation faculty started its
training program with two semesters. Tem students of the shipbuilding faculty

who had initiated the foundation of the aviation faculty started in the fifth
semester together with two students who had come from the Dresden Institute of
Pechnology. About 300 students were assigned from other universities for the
first semester of the aviation faculty. Most of them had come from the so-~called
worke ad studied for two or three years.

Aoy iy, vere craftsmen, farmers and even
gilhovledge for successful study. At

t 20 students from the Dresden
- semester. Beimg high school graduates,
s _ Bretichl and practical qualifications.
A1l students of Ue 98 §oined s gXSMar growp of the G.8.T. /Association
for Sports and Tuehoilogy A Wmitetical ecurses were desigmed mere.y to 111 the
requiremert: for A and B licenses for glider pilots.

i wo #ifsden by 1 July
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Curriculum of the Aviation Faculty at the Rostock University

During the Fall semester of 1952, lectures were held irregularily because there
were not enough professors. For ths Spring semester, professors and lecturers
for all special fields were assigned to Rostock, and the courses had reached a
standard level. Except for one preparatory course on aireraft construction,
only genersl technical courses were held for the first four semesters., Special
lectures were to start with the fifth semester. It was not yet decided how
many semesters would be required for the final examination., Students of the
fifth and sixth semesters were to be ready for graduation after a total of

9 semesters,

The training program was to include the following fields:

aerodynamics

aircraft designing

statics and stability

engine designing
The lectures on engine designing had to -
lecturer at the Rostock University. $% ' R Iree, , ,
other fieldsafter the sixth semestar,, ) o miwys amd scigntifie
experts for research and plejectigg. Tt V. E ) world
be given a very extensive and themeugh me -4raining. The training of
designers was of particular impertanse . gprcizes on the La 16 motor
glider developed by Prefesseriiiiiiien ! d for the sixth semester.
R PI

The professors and lecturers awtdefpeted keeping the training program on :
university level, although only:ifew students of the first semester wers able to
follow the courses. Since no material for practical exercises was available,
all the instructions on aircruft hs  to done theoretically. Experiments with
Diesel engines however, could Yy #ads at test stamle of tha RuiINER-OINNN
-Motorenwerke. Further instmam were given durilig an insppetiam of k-GN
Werft (shipyard). Because of all these handicaps, tis levelof trwfigf) i o
general standards, although some of the professors were of outs:

The Establishment of the Aviation Faculty.

In order to find scme instructivm and experimental material, the students searched

scrap yards for old aircraft parts. But since even the Office of the State
Secretary“was unable to induce the higher scrap collecti oifigue %o o
some parts, no material was available by the time the ;p‘ synsster m

e engine was procured from priw tmltvidmls. ¥

aft construction, special labopederies or st stands
2]l and physical laboratories of Alie watversify, however,
' = don faculty. At the beginning of the Spring semester,
- 4 . ¥§Wery vas installed, By the end of the semester large
shipmente of western technical literature,for which s
allpbbid, arrived. The library included 200 technical B
vas western literature and about 200 political books, &8 & 8 %0 all wepbarn
aviatioa technical magazines, even old ones, amd Eest Geswan tedliniesl publieaticms
which were just adequate for non-scademic technical schoels ek mot for wiversity
standards.

ended. A 16-hp Koeller

At various conferences, particularly at those with the State Secretary's office,

it was repeatedly requested that advanced Soviet methods be studied and evalusted.
However, in spite of all efforts initiated, it was not possible to obtain any
important Soviet reccrds, literature and even magazines, except for somes technical
books which had already been published in EBast Germany. During the sudr of

1953, the Ministry of Interior placed at the disposal of the faculty the so-called
"barned librery® of former German aviation literature . When plctures of former
leading Nesis ware found in some of these books, the entire library was

confisaulied by the S0P and 1ts relense coubl st W eifected for three months and then

only ' ﬂnmdﬁ-mmwm,

for an Enlar 1t of the Aviation Pacul

o
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Plans for an Enlargement of the Aviation Faculty

8. 1In cooperation with the Office of the State Seeretariatfor University gffairs,
the professors made various suggestions for an emlargemsnt of the £ s
Projects were prepared for test stands, wind tu:h for syd- and s¥Wr sonic
speed and laboratories etc. Professor Albring (fMm) from the Dresden Institute
of Technology took an important part in the planning of the wind tunnels. It
was also planned that a large stability laboratory be established. Detailed
projects were prepared for a test stand for conventional engines, one for gas
turbines and a laboratory for physical chemistry. & new building was to be
constructed for the faculty to be located in the planned university area in a
southern pert of Rostock. The professors suggested that in respect to the
high technical and aviational knowledge required for modern flying ythe training
of engineer pilots be included as fifth subject in the training program.
Lectures in this field were to be given in the eighth semester and were to be ‘
continued in special courses after the Chigk.e% ki en.
office, although at first in favor of ti “g*’:j’j*

3

after a corference with the VPL which hatt 8 Jmtion over aviation astivitdes
in East Germany. T

9. A plan for the establishment of an aviation medical faculty at one of the
East Germsm universities was dropped, probably also because of the VPL. None of
the r suthorities seemed to be interested in this sort of special research.
3inoe b Soviet authorities were disinclined to support such activities and
alsd<fel-wtler reasons it was assumed that all suggestions made by the professors
of the aviation faculty were sutmitted to the Soviets.

Order to Transfer the Faculty to the Dresden Institute of Tachnolowé
S
10, During the Bpring semester of 1953, the Offfibe ofhbhe State Secretariat fop
University affairs ordered the aviation faculty transferred to DreWae
1

= purt of tne Dresden Institute of Technology by 1 July 1953. All Y
an enlargemsnt of the faculty in Rostock were canceilled. At Dresden a specia
University for Aviation was to be established. For security reasons, the
ineprporation of the aviation faculty in the Dresden Institute of Technology was cancelled
and the Academy for the Construction of Transport Machines was founded instead.
All fields pertinent te awiptlon were to be taught, among others high frequency
and aircraft engles teddemes, and even special courses for the construction
of airfields wexs to bs $AVeR.Me academy was to be subordinated directly to the
State Secretarisklarge funds $M to be asllotted for the establishment and the support
of all goverfment autheerd #8s ordered. It was repeatedly emphasized that
closs cooperatien of the MinigAiny of Imbee the VPL and Soviet offices was
M 3ore only attended by
fhile all previous conferences
n attended by all professors
‘'one planned for Rostock,
trumentation, high frequency

and lecturers. The training program, $ ke
was to include the following additional fields:
techniques and construction engineering.

1l. Dr Ing Richter (i‘nu),‘ married, former lecturer at the Dresden 25X1

Mining Academy, became rector of the new academy. Richter was a member of the SED

and a member of VVN (association of victims of Naszi persecution) and had

previously worked as a scientist at the German Experimental Station for Aviation

in Berlin Adlershof where he was concerned with flow problems and spinning

tests and, s&s a physicist, primarily with the measuring instruments involved,
|

// | 25x1
/

| /
/ _
Professor, Mueller, was called more and more
instead to the important meetings. Teachers who whe transferred from Rostock to
Dresden included Professor Landmann (fnu), Professor Mueller (fnu), Dipl Ing
Goecke (fnu), Dipl Ing Irrgang (fnu) and Ingenieur Freund. No information was 25X1
hcb\‘.a.’med on the whereabouts of the other professors From Rostock. | ‘

\
[ [

|
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During the 8pring of 1953, a special commission of the State Secrmiat offtve
selected those students at Rostock who were to cont.inue to study 4t the Dresden
Uriversity. The same reguirements fgq Lion of VP officers such as

se connections te the West, no pravi Ly in a Western country, no
Nazi background, etc. were also applid W < tudents.

More for pclitical than for technica¥d b0 to 40 percent of students

of the 2nd and 3rd semester were not @

The Institute was to be installed in a former social insurance building on
Duererstrasse in Dresden. Extensive construction work was planned for lecture
halls, laboratories and student quarters. The projects for test stands, wind
tunnels and laboratories were the same as the previous Rostock plans., Particular
importance was attached to a large stability laboratory, a supersonic wind tunnel
and test stands for piston engines and gas turbines. The test stands were to be
constructed outside of town., The construction activities on Duererstrasse were
started during the summer, An improvised t,raining program with about 250 students
was to start with the ?all seme j of the faculty was

) e was completed, the

$try.

Orzanizatiofel- Ghiisvs @r the Riots og' 17 June 1953

After the events op 17 June 1953, the establishment of an East German aircraft
industry was cancelled and the project for the Academy for the Construction

of Transport Machines was changed. The exclusive training program for aviation
was dropped, and only special courses for light construction were included in
the training program of the faculty for machine techniques at the Dresden
Institute of Technology. The aviation students previously selected by the
comission for the Academy for the Construction of Transport Machines were
assigned to this faculty. Only special lectures on aircraft construction were
continued for the students of the 7th semester, while the obher special fields
such as aerodynamics, staties and stability and aireraft engines were inciuded
in the courses of other faculties. Professor Richter and Professor Mueller , his
deputy, were in charge of this training program. The courses were attended by
about 220 students and included 8 students of tk sumeter and abont 60 pareent stu-
of the 3rd and 5th semesters, whide the other ; tributed to

other faculties. Later it was learned, howewillsi % of YO « upEs.
faculty for light constructions was reesta EEN reloatnginl
board which was separated from the other @

: construction The
training of aircraft engine engineers was the faculty for

internal combustion engines and gas flow eng

The construction projects of the wind
and the stability laboratory w .
was completad, although te-1
of the chemistry and p i
6fthe Institute of technf
combustion engines and gas

aircraft engines ams Wite

No training pro Jor _ B 4 ft engineers was planned for 1953,
Personnel require A e 1 be filled by 150 to 200 students
scheduled to grad - *, 'If required, their knowledge was to be improved
in short special courses on aircraft construction, It was assumed that this
system will not be changed in the future, because all pertinent suggestions made
by professors of the Rostoek University were turned down.

?zererstrasse
struction

m -a later to 'be enlarged for conventional

Adreraft experts to be repatriated from the USSR were to be assigned to the
faculty for light construction at Dresden and to Sonnenstein near Pirna.

25X1

. Corgpent:  Frobebly the Utete Lecretariet for Iiigher Lducstion, 25X1
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His of at the Rostocks University:: . = =~ *: .

1. In the‘mnner of 1952, several students of the technical faculty for ship-
building at the Rostock University sutmitted a letter to Deputy Minister
President Walter Ulbricht suggesting the foundation of a technical aviation

faculty at Rost r ongerensq betugep-Ulbricht and these
students, the pﬁ?approvo? ﬂmy‘ﬁ‘éa Pounded ‘with classes scheduled to start
in the fall semester of 1952.' Becayse of the short period of preparation, the

training program was rather inalieqliate in the beginning. Since the  recruitment
of the faculty was contin 1y tghind, schedule, it appeared that Rostoek

project was not supported b¥Mhigher authorities  Thia wes verified
when it was known that the faculty was to be transferred to Dresden by 1 July
1953, : ’

2. At the beginning of the fall saemester of 1952, the aviation faculty started its
training program with two semssters. Ten students of the shipbuilding faculty
who had initiated the foundation of the aviation faculty started in the fifth
semester together with two studemts who had come from the Dreaden Instltute of
Technology. About 300 students were assigned from other universities for the
first semester of the aviation faculty. Most of them had come from the so-called
workers and farmers faculties where they had studied for two or three years.
Among these students who had various trades,were craftsmen, farmers and even
bterbers most of whom lacked the basic knowledge for successful study. At

the beginningof the 1953 spring semester, about 20 studonts from the Dresden
Institute of Technology entered the fourth semester. Being high school graduates,
these students had the necessary theoretical and practical qualifications.
All students of the three semesters joined a glider group of the G.S.T. (Association
for Sports and Technology) where theoretical courses were designed merely to £111 the

requirements for A and B licenses for glider pilots.
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gurriculum of the Aviation Faculty at the Rostock University

During the fall semester of 1952, lectures were held irregularily because there
were not enough professors. For the Bpring semester, professors and lecturers
for all special fields were assigned to Rostock, and the courses had reached a
standard level. Except for one preparatory course on aircraft construction,
only general technical courses were held for the first four semesters. Special
lectures were to start with the fifth semestor. It was not yet decided how
many semesters would te required for the final examination. Students of the
fifth and sixth semesters were to be ready for graduation after a total of

9 semesters.

The training program was to include the following fields:

aerodynamics

aireraft designing

statics and stability

engine designing
The lectures on engine designing had to be postponed, because there was no
lecturer at the Rostock University. Students were to specialize in the three
other fieldsafter the sixth semesier, in order to graduute as eng.neers ana sciemtific
experts for research and glanming It was anticipated that these students would
be given a very extensive znd thorough mathematical training. The training of
designers was of particular importence. Designing exercises on the la 16 motor
glider developed by Professor4ermann Landmenrwere held for the sixth semester.

The professors and lecturers anticipeted keeping the trainimg program on a

university level, although onlyafew students of the first semeéster were able to

follow the courses. Since no material for practical exercises was availsble,

all the instructions on aircraft had to be theoretical . Experiments with

Diesel engines,however, could be mads at the test stands of the Rostock:r-Diasel-
~Motorenwerke. Further instructions werc given during an inspection of the Warnow

Werft (shipyard). Because of these handicaps, the levelof training remsined below the
general standards, although some of the professors were of outstanding capabiiity.

Ihe Establishment of the Aviation Faculty.

In order to find some instructive and experimental material, the students searched
serap ds for old ailrcraft parts. But since even the Office of the State

Secreta as unable to induce the higher scrap collection offieces to release

some parts, no material was available by the time the spring semester of 1953
ended. A 16-hp Kosller type engine was procured from private individuals. lo
instruction charts on aireraft construction, special laboratories or test stands
were avallable. The chemlcal and physical laboratories of the university, howsver,
were available to the aviation faculty. At the beginning of the Bpring semester,

an aviatlon technical library was installed. By the end of the semester large
shipments of westorn lechnical literature, for which special funds had been
allotted,arrived. The library included 200 technical books of which 90 parcent
was westorn literature and about 200 political books, in addition to sll western
aviation technical magazines, even old ones, and East German technical publications
which vere adequate for non-academic technical schools but not for university
standards.

AY various conferences, particularly at those with the State Secretary's office,

it was repeatedly requested that advanced Soviet methods be st-died and evaluated.
However, in spite of all efforts initiatsd, it was not possible to obtain any
important Soviet records, literature or magazines, except for some technical
books which had already been published in East Germany. During the sumBr of

1953, the Ministry of Interfor placed at the disposal of the faculty the so-calied
"banned library* of former German aviation literature . When pictures of farmer
leading Nazis were found in some of thicse books, the entire library was

confiscated by the SSD and its release could not be eifected for three months and them

only tirough the action of the Mnistry of Interior.
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Dlapg for an Enlargement of the Aviation Faculty

In cooperation with State Secretariat for University AAffairs.'

the profeasors made verinus suggestions for an enlargement of the faculty.
Projects were .prepared for test stands, wind tunnels for sub- and super sonic
speed and laboratories ete. Professor Albring (fnu) from the Dresden Institute
of Technulogy took an important part in the planning of the wind tunnels. It
was alsc planned that a large stability laboratory be established. Detailed
projects were prepared for a test stand for conventional engines, ome for gas
turbines and a laboratory for physical chemistry. A new building was to be
constructed for the faculty to be located in the planned university ares in a
southern part of Rostock. The professors suggested that in respsct to the
high technical and aviation knowledge required for modern flying ,the training
of engineer pilots be included as fifth subject in the training program.
Lectures in this field were to be given in the eighth semester and were to be
continued in special courses after the final examination. The State Secretariat
although at first in favor of this project, turned the motion dowm,
alter a conference. with the VPL which had complete jurisdiction over aviatvion activities
in East Germany.

A plar for the establishment of an aviation medical faculty at one of the
East German universities was dropped, probably also because of the VPL. None of
the higher authorities seemed tc be interested in.this sort of special reseerch
since the Soviet authorities were disinelined to support such activities and

1t was assumed that all suggestions made by the professars
of the aviation faculty were sulmitted to the Soviets.

During the & pring semester of 1953, the ‘i State Secretariet for

University Affairs ordered the aviation faculty transferred to Dresden to become

a part of the Dresden Institute of Technology by 1 July 1953. All plans for

an enlargement of the faculty in Rostock were cancelled. At Dresden a speciasi

Iniversity for Aviation was to be established. For security reasomns, the

incorporation of the aviation faculty in the Dresden Instityte of Technology Vas cumoellc
and the Academy for the Construotion of Tranapaort Machines was founded imetead.

All fiolds pertinsnt to aviation were to be taught, among others high frequency

and alrcraft engine techniques, and even special courses for the construotion

of airfields were to be given. The academy was to be subordinated directly to the

State Secretariatlarge funds were to be allotted for the establishment and the support

of all government authorities was ordered. It was repeatedly emphasized that

closs cooperation of the Ministry of Interior, the VPL and Soviet offices wes

required. This project was secret. Most conferences were only attended by

Professor Alfred Kloseand ProfessorRudolf Mieller, while all previous conferences

for the establishment of the Rostock faculty had been attended by all professors

end lecturers. The training program, similar to the one planned for Rostock,

was to include the following additional fields: instrumentation, high freyuency 25X1
techniques and construction engineering.

CONRTDRNTTAY
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12. During the spring of 1953, a special commission of the State Secretar iat
selected those students at Rostock who were to continue to study at tne Dresden
University. The same requirements for the selection of VP officers such as
no connectlons to the West, no previous ceptivity in a Western country, no
Nezi buckgreund, etc were also applied to these students,

More for politiecal thamn for technical reasons, 20 to 40 percent of students
of the 2nd and 3rd semester were not accepted,

13. The Institute was to be installed in a former social insurance building on
Duererstrasse in Dresden. Extensive construction work was plamned for lecture
halls, laboratories and student querters. The projects for test stands, wind
tunnels and laboratories were the same ag the provious Rostock plans. Particular
importance was attached to a large stability laboratory, a supersonie wind tunnel
and test stands for piston engines and gas turbines. The test stands were to be
constructed outside of town. The construction activities on Duererstrasse wsre
started during the summer, An “mprovised training program with about 250 students
was to start with the fall semester of 1953. The transfer of the faculty was
accomplished on schedule by 1 July. After the glider course was completed, the
students went to work in nationalized firms.

Organizational Changes aftsr the Riots of 17 June 1953

14. After the events of 17 June 1953, the establishment of an East German alrcraft

industry was cancelled and the project for the Acadenmy for the Construction
of Transport Machines was changed. The exclusive training program for aviation
was dropped, and only special courses for light construction were included in
the training program of the faculty for machine techniques at the Dresden
Institute of Tachnology. The aviation students previously selscted by the
conmisaion for the Academy for the Construction of Transport Machines were
assigned to this faculty. Only special lectures on aircraft comstruction were
continued for the students of the 7th semester, while the other special fislds
such as aerodynamics, statios and stability and aircraft engines wers included
in the courses of other faculties. Professor Richter and Professor Mueller , his
deputy; were in charge of this training program. The courses were attended by
about 220 students and included 8 students of the 7th semester and about 60 percent sftu-

dents of the 3rd and 5th semesters, while the other students were distributed to
other faculties. Later it was learned, however, that in the fall of 195, a special
faculty for iight constructions was reestablished with its own professorial
board which was separated from the other professors of thc Dresden Inetitite
of Tecknology. This faculty ... spedialized .4aaircraft construction. The
training of aircraft engine engineers was in the hands of the faculty for
internal combustion engines and gas flow engines.

15. The construction projects of ths wind turnels for subsonic and supersonic speed
and the stability laboratory were to be carried out. The project on Duerearstrasse
was completed, althoush not to the gxtent previously planned. The construction
of the chemistry and physics laboratories was cancelled, and the laboratory
of the institute of ftechnology was to be used instesd. The laboratory for
combustion engines and gas flow engines was later to be enlarged for conventional
aircraft engines end turbo power units,

16. No training program for nonacademic aircraft engineers was planned Tor 1953,
Personnel requirements in this field were tc be filled by 150 to 200 siudents
gcheduled to graduate per year. if required, their knowledge was to be improvec
in short special courses on aireraft construction. It was assumed that this
system will not be changed in the future, because all pertinent suggestions made
by professors of Rostock University were turned down.

17. Aireraft experts to be repatriated from the USSR were to be assigned to the
faculty for light construction at Dresden and to Sonnenstein near Pirna.

1. 25X1

2. [Comment: Probably the Stete Secretariat for Higher Education, 25X1
CANPIDRNTTAL,
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